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Why GIs? My background
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Defining geographical indications

Place - based names that  convey the geographical  or igin,  

as  wel l  as  the cultural  and histor ical  identity ,  of  

agr icultural  products



Between tradition and innovation

T ra d i tio ns:  

p l a ce,  cul ture

I nnov ati o ns :

s us ta inabi l ity,

g ov erna nce,

ma rk eti ng ,

netwo rk s



The global expansion of GIs

Countries with GIs recognized by the European Union

Source: GI View (28 January 2025)



The global expansion of GIs
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Total # of GIs recognized by the 

EU

Who is included? Who is excluded?

Source: GI View (28 January 2025)
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How can GIs address 
inequalities in the 

global food system?

What needs to change 
to develop “GIs for all”?



Explaining GIs’ success & failure: 
Getting the institutions right

Sta n dards & c odes of  

pra c ti c e
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Telling the whole 
story: Expanding 
the boundaries of 
terroir

Soil, geography, 

microclimate

Agricultural & cultural 

practices

Collective understandings 
& organizations

Regulatory institutions & 
governance structures

Broader political 
economic context



An example



How can GIs 
acknowledge and 
address historical 

legacies?



Fieldwork and preliminary analysis

Kampot pepper 
(Cambodia)

Qvevri  wine 
(Georgia)

Rooibos tea 
(South Africa)

Café de Colombia
(Colombia)



Cambodia: Resurgence
• Kamp ot p ep p er  GI :  

Cambod ia (2010) ,  

Europ ean U nion 

(2016)

• Prices  tr ip l ed  after  

establ ishment of  GI  

(comp ared  to  

d oubl ing for  non -GI)

• Imp ortance (and  

r isk?)  of  outs ide 

sup p ort  and  mark ets



Georgia: Self-determination

• Evid ence of  q vevr i -

typ e c l ay  wine vessel  

s ince 5th or  6th 

mil ennia  BC

• Qvevri  wine v irtual l y  

p rohibited  d uring 

Soviet  era

• Recent  rebound  of  

q vevr i  wines

• Qvevri  GI :  s ince 2021



South Africa: Inclusion 

• Rooibos  GI :  South 

Afr ica  (2014) ,  

Europ ean U nion 

(2021)

• Entrenched  

ineq ual i ty ,  h istor ical  

l egacies

• Benef i t  shar ing 

agreement:  2019



Colombia: Vision

• Associat ion created  in  

1927

• Café  d e Col ombia GI :  

Col ombia (2005) ,  

Europ ean U nion (2007)

• Strategies  for  capturing 

val ue:  regional  

d esignations,  or igin -

roasted  coffee



Conclusions: Fostering GIs for all
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Questions?

sa ra h _b o wen@ ncsu.ed u

sa ra h b o wen@ gma il .com

G oog le S ch olar :  h t t p s://scholar .g oogle.com/citat i ons?user=P0mLtJgAA AA J
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