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• There is an historic link between animal welfare and 
Geographical Indications (GIs).

• Over 90% of Europeans consider that farming 
practices should meet basic ethical requirements.

• Societal demands play a major role in Regulation 
2024/1143 (art. 4 and 7).

• GIs are a key instrument in the Farm-to-Fork strategy.

Introduction
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Questions

• How do animal welfare standards 
fit in the Protected Designation of 
Origin label?

• Will Regulation 2024/1143 have an 
impact on production methods of 
products with Geographic 
Indications?
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Product Specification Comparison

Industrial 
Agriculture

Directive 
2008/120

EU organic production
Reg 2018/848

PDO Porc 
de Bigorre

PDO Porc 
de Corse

PDO Jamón 
de Teruel

PDO Jamón de 
Jabugo

PDO Prosciutto 
di Parma PDO Cinta Senese

Access to 
outdoor area

X
Access to outdoor area is 

mandatory
(Reg 2020/464, Art. 10.)

Access to grazing area 
mandatory from 6 months

(Product specification, §5.2)

Mandatory from the 
birth of piglets

(Product specification, 
§5.1)

X

Access to grazing 
area 60 days 

minimum
(Product 

specification, §B)

X

Access to grazing 
area mandatory from 
the age of 4 months 

(Product spec., Art. 5)



Industrial 
Agriculture

Directive 
2008/120

EU organic production 
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Access to grazing 
area 60 days 

minimum
(Product 

specification, §B)

X

Access to grazing 
area mandatory from 
the age of 4 months 

(Product spec., Art. 5)

Density
1m² per pig > 
110kg (Art. 3.)

1.5m² indoor and 1.2m² 
outdoor per pig > 110kg
(Reg 2020/464, Ann. 1, 

Part 3)

500m² of grazing area per 
fattening pig

(Product specification, §5.2)

1250m² of grazing area 
per fattening pig

(Product specification, 
§5.1)

X

8000m² of grazing 
area per fattening 

pig
(Product 

specification, §B)

X

Maximum limit of 
1500 kg of live weight 
per hectare (Product 

spec., Art. 5)
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• PDO product specifications are heterogeneous.

• This heterogeneity seems to contradict some of the 
objectives of Regulation 2024/1143:
• Contributing to fair competition and generating 

added value (Art. 4(b)).
• Ensuring that consumers receive reliable 

information (Art. 4(c)).

• Regulation 2024/1143 contains only incentives to take 
animal welfare into account and will not address the 
matter:
• No animal welfare requirement for product 

specifications (Art. 49).
• Poor welfare practices are not grounds for 

opposition, (Art. 19) refusal of registration (Art. 21) 
or cancellation (Art. 25).

Conclusion
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Animal welfare is an important commercial argument for quality schemes and could be 
a lever for the development of Geographic Indications
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Sign up to our newsletter:

Stay in the loop:

Thank You!
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