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OUTLINE

1- The recent expansion of European Union Geographical
Indications in scope

- Not only the GICI Regulation....
- ... But also the European Court of Justice

2- The EU Sustainable Development Objectives and its
Combination with its Gl Policy

- An approach much appreciated by Developing Countries +++
- A few necessary steps to translate the objectives into reality
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THE EXPANDING EU Gis: NOT ONLY GICls!

- With the European Union Craft and Industrial Geographical
Indications (CIGI) Regulation (EU) 2023/241, establishing a
unified EU title for the protection of craft and industrial product
names across all EU countries, one of the main trade blocs in
the world considerably expanded the subject matter of
geographical indications

- This major innovation in policy, regulatory framework and Gl
protection, follows major legal innovations driven by the Court
of Justice of the EU (CJEU) over the last decade, with the
constant expansion of the scope in the EU of protection of
agricultural Gls(actually acknowledged in the Recital of the CIGI
Regulation) such as evocation, image etc... even in economic
fields different from the protected Gls (Cf Morbier + Queso
Manchego ++ cases)
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An alliance between the concepts of Gls
and of Sustainable Development?

Parallel to Gl expansion in subject matter and scope,

The EU reaffirmed, over the last decade, its objectives to
promoting sustainable development, including through
dedicated sustainable development provisions in the Economic
Partnership agreements (EPAs) that the EU signed or negotiates
with Developing Countries.

The list of Treaties containing sustainable development
commitments is impressive
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EU Trade Agreements that contain sustainable development
provisions (source: European Commission)

EU trade agreements in force: —~ ;

EU trade agreements awaiting ratification: - , -

Ongoing trade negotiations: , :

Other EU agreements with sustainable development commitments
adapted to the more restricted scope of the agreements: -

—in force, -

— in force, Enhanced Bilateral Partnership and Cooperation
Framework (EPCA) — — awaiting ratification, Partnership and
Cooperation Agreement (PCA) — — awaiting ratification, EPCA -

negotiations ongoing, EPCA - negotiations ongoing


https://policy.trade.ec.europa.eu/eu-trade-relationships-country-and-region/countries-and-regions/canada_en
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=CELEX:22017A0114(01)
https://policy.trade.ec.europa.eu/eu-trade-relationships-country-and-region/countries-and-regions/central-america_en
https://policy.trade.ec.europa.eu/eu-trade-relationships-country-and-region/countries-and-regions/central-america_en
https://publications.europa.eu/resource/cellar/1a276cfe-9e67-4a5f-9a85-93a7037ab020.0014.04/DOC_1
https://policy.trade.ec.europa.eu/eu-trade-relationships-country-and-region/countries-and-regions/andean-community_en
https://publications.europa.eu/resource/cellar/42e02e6c-1698-465e-923c-d2d12f91c728.0017.04/DOC_1
https://policy.trade.ec.europa.eu/eu-trade-relationships-country-and-region/countries-and-regions/georgia_en
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=CELEX%3A02014A0830%2802%29-20230306
https://policy.trade.ec.europa.eu/eu-trade-relationships-country-and-region/countries-and-regions/japan_en
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/PDF/?uri=CELEX:02018A1227(01)-20220201&from=EN
https://policy.trade.ec.europa.eu/eu-trade-relationships-country-and-region/countries-and-regions/east-african-community-eac/eu-kenya-agreement_en
https://circabc.europa.eu/rest/download/391b214c-e509-4132-a70b-1549e1a0e8aa
https://policy.trade.ec.europa.eu/eu-trade-relationships-country-and-region/countries-and-regions/moldova_en
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=CELEX:02014A0830(01)-20180824
https://policy.trade.ec.europa.eu/eu-trade-relationships-country-and-region/countries-and-regions/new-zealand/eu-new-zealand-agreement_en
https://circabc.europa.eu/ui/group/09242a36-a438-40fd-a7af-fe32e36cbd0e/library/41b9778a-c4b6-4189-83b1-98d7cccdec9d/details?download=true
https://policy.trade.ec.europa.eu/eu-trade-relationships-country-and-region/countries-and-regions/singapore_en
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/PDF/?uri=CELEX:22019A1114(01)&from=EN
https://policy.trade.ec.europa.eu/eu-trade-relationships-country-and-region/countries-and-regions/south-korea_en
https://publications.europa.eu/resource/cellar/a2fb2aa6-c85d-4223-9880-403cc5c1daa2.0022.03/DOC_1
https://policy.trade.ec.europa.eu/eu-trade-relationships-country-and-region/countries-and-regions/ukraine_en
https://publications.europa.eu/resource/cellar/808d526a-7bd1-11ed-9887-01aa75ed71a1.0021.02/DOC_1
https://publications.europa.eu/resource/cellar/808d526a-7bd1-11ed-9887-01aa75ed71a1.0021.02/DOC_1
https://policy.trade.ec.europa.eu/eu-trade-relationships-country-and-region/countries-and-regions/united-kingdom_en
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=CELEX:02021A0430(01)-20211201
https://policy.trade.ec.europa.eu/eu-trade-relationships-country-and-region/countries-and-regions/vietnam_en
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/PDF/?uri=OJ:L:2020:186:FULL&from=EN
https://policy.trade.ec.europa.eu/eu-trade-relationships-country-and-region/countries-and-regions/chile_en
https://circabc.europa.eu/rest/download/0ce300c3-3791-4ef8-87f7-50b8e4243745?
https://policy.trade.ec.europa.eu/eu-trade-relationships-country-and-region/countries-and-regions/china/eu-china-agreement_en
https://circabc.europa.eu/ui/group/09242a36-a438-40fd-a7af-fe32e36cbd0e/library/53e93529-6c9e-4120-a0d4-9d43f2a84091/details
https://policy.trade.ec.europa.eu/eu-trade-relationships-country-and-region/countries-and-regions/mercosur/eu-mercosur-agreement_en
https://circabc.europa.eu/ui/group/09242a36-a438-40fd-a7af-fe32e36cbd0e/library/63854154-7f3f-45d6-bfe6-53e330818fd0/details
https://policy.trade.ec.europa.eu/eu-trade-relationships-country-and-region/countries-and-regions/mexico/eu-mexico-agreement_en
https://circabc.europa.eu/ui/group/09242a36-a438-40fd-a7af-fe32e36cbd0e/library/ec8b7432-1b1a-422a-86c5-7b9ab158694a/details
https://policy.trade.ec.europa.eu/eu-trade-relationships-country-and-region/countries-and-regions/eastern-and-southern-africa-esa/eu-eastern-and-southern-africa-agreement-documents_en
https://policy.trade.ec.europa.eu/eu-trade-relationships-country-and-region/countries-and-regions/india/eu-india-agreement_en
https://policy.trade.ec.europa.eu/eu-trade-relationships-country-and-region/countries-and-regions/indonesia/eu-indonesia-agreement_en
https://policy.trade.ec.europa.eu/eu-trade-relationships-country-and-region/countries-and-regions/thailand_en
https://policy.trade.ec.europa.eu/eu-trade-relationships-country-and-region/countries-and-regions/armenia_en
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=CELEX:22018A0126(01)
https://policy.trade.ec.europa.eu/eu-trade-relationships-country-and-region/countries-and-regions/southern-african-development-community-sadc/eu-angola-negotiations_en
https://circabc.europa.eu/ui/group/09242a36-a438-40fd-a7af-fe32e36cbd0e/library/a17ccfe1-ce36-428f-bc7f-76bcb902c36a/details?download=true
https://policy.trade.ec.europa.eu/eu-trade-relationships-country-and-region/countries-and-regions/central-asia_en
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=CELEX:52022PC0277
https://policy.trade.ec.europa.eu/eu-trade-relationships-country-and-region/countries-and-regions/central-asia_en
https://circabc.europa.eu/ui/group/09242a36-a438-40fd-a7af-fe32e36cbd0e/library/ac0cec95-c55a-426c-a1da-4664acb98ed5/details?download=true
https://policy.trade.ec.europa.eu/eu-trade-relationships-country-and-region/countries-and-regions/central-asia_en
https://policy.trade.ec.europa.eu/eu-trade-relationships-country-and-region/countries-and-regions/azerbaijan_en
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An alliance between the concepts of Gls
and of Sustainable Development?

THIS IS THE MAIN ISSUE AT STAKE:

Further to the CIGI Regulation, should and how the two issues of
sustainable development and Gl expansion be linked?
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A strong interest from Developing Countries in protecting both
agricultural and CIGlIs with a sustainable development approach

This is based, among others:

- on initiatives, developed more than 20 years ago by Developing
Countries within the Organisation Internationale de la
Francophonie (OIF) for the development of a Francophone Label
on Handicraft

- on the Regional Comprehensive Economic Partnership (RCEP)

provisions on Traditional Knowledge that:
- boost interest on tradition
- create bridges for larger acceptance of tradition, quality and origin as
key concepts for protection contributing at the end to influence
positively the development of geographical indication systems

- on recent efforts, in WIPO fora, for protection of Traditional
Knowledge, including the new WIPO Treaty on Intellectual
Property, Genetic Resources and Associated Traditional
Knowledge
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Meeting Partner Countries and EU Expectations

1- The Sections dedicated to Geographical Indications in the
International Trade Agreements already into force between the
EU and numerous trade partners may need to be updated or
simply clarified in terms of subject matter and scope, to clearly
meet the CIGI Regulation and permit to serve at the same time
the sustainable development objectives of nature conservation,
economic and social considerations supported by the EU

2- The Sections dedicated to Gls in the International Trade
Agreements currently under negotiation between the EU and
numerous trade partners are to be more clearly shaped in this
broader twofold context
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What in the meantime?

Despite profound differences between agricultural and non-
agricultural Gls' mechanisms, the parallel inclusion of provisions
related to a “sustainable development package” in new EPAs
negotiated by the EU

- works as a convergence factor

- leads to further dynamic and positive consideration of both
agricultural and non-agricultural Gls in existing, revised and
future Trade Agreements

- shall facilitate the worldwide expansion of Gls and their
understanding as a sustainable tool for sustainable development

This is already a much appreciated resulit
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Conclusion:
A complex, but necessarily constructive agenda

Even if

- convergence factors between Gls and Sustainable

Development are by far more numerous than non-convergence

factors

- the two legal concepts, due to their social scope, present
synergies

There may still be non- convergence local interests that may

occasionally be vocal

Yet, due to the social scope of both legal concepts, there is and
will be a common medium-long term interest of both the EU and
Developing Countries for parallel inclusion of both concepts in
FTAs and in National Laws
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